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What is a pine marten?

The pine marten is a native British mammal that
belongs to the mustelid family. Mustelids include
the weasel, stoat, otter and polecat.

Pine martens are the size of a small domestic cat,
with rich brown fur, a creamy-yellow bib,
prominent rounded ears and a long bushy tail.
They are mainly nocturnal and eat a wide variety
of food, including small mammals, fruit, birds,
insects and carrion.

Pine martens prefer woodland habitats and use
tree cavities as breeding and resting sites, but will
also use craggy areas.

Where are they now?

Pine martens were once common and widespread
across Britain, but the population declined
significantly as a result of predator control and
habitat loss.

Today, pine martens are recovering in Scotland
and Wales, but are rare in England. As the
population in Scotland spreads south, martens
have started to re-colonise parts of northern
England where the habitat is suitable.

¢

Distribution of the pine marten in Britain.

Back from the Brink

The Back from the Brink project is facilitating
and monitoring the natural recovery of the
pine marten in northern England with help
from the local community.

Working with volunteers, landowners and
land managers, we are surveying woodlands
in Northumberland and Cumbria to collect
information on the presence and distribution
of these elusive mammals.

We are also enhancing woodland habitat for
martens by installing artificial den boxes to
provide resting and breeding sites. In the long
term, increased connectivity between woodlands
will help pine martens re-colonise suitable areas.




